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Serious and Affectionate Addreſs, &c. 
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BaET HREN, 


e one 


Chriſtianity, and deny the Power of the Golpel, 


* * 


J being a Matter of great Importance to us all to know how 
we ſhall be able to anſwer at the Great Tribunal of the 


Laſt Day, for the Neglect or Improvement of Goſpel-Op- 
ities, permit me to intreat you ſeriouſly to conſider 

the peculiar Bleſſings of Goſpel-Light we of this Nation enjoy, 
and the Chriſtian Privileges which the Lord vouchſafes to us 
of the Church of England, beyond thoſe of many other Countries 
and Places around us. Think, O think, how inexcuſeable we 
muſt be, how. ſelf-condemn'd, we ſhall be call'd forth, what 
Shame and Confuſion of Face will cover us in that dreadful 
Day, if amidſt all other Knowledge and Acquirements we 
are not now made Wiſe unto Salvation, but remain Igonrant of 
Thing-needfud.; and though outwardly joined to the vi- 
ſible Church of Chrift Militant on Earth, yet have no Fellow- 
Mipand Communion with 7e/us Crit, the Head of the Church 
Triumphant in Heaven Vet ſo it is with too many among 
us. Permit me to ſpeak freely. Count me not your Enemy be- 
cauſe I tell you the Truth. My hearty Deſire and Prayer to God 
is, That you may come to the Knuwleage of the Truth and be ſaved. 
et. Lan jealous over you, with a godly Fealouſy, leaſt the Enemy 
of Souls ſhould deceive you, and cauſe you to reſt in a bare 
Name and outward Profeſſion, and content yourſelves with 
the meer Form, while ye remain utter Strangers to the Life of 
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Sh 1-4. % 
As it is plain from Scripture, that Happineſs or Miſery, Heaven 

or Hell, will be the certain Lot of every one of us hereafter ; 
ſo alſo is it equally Plain that every Perſon is ow, either in a 
State of Nature, or a State of Grace; a Child of Wrath, or an 
Heir of Glory; either an {/nbe/iever, and is therefore under 
Wrath and Condemnation. John ji. 36. Or a Believer and is 
paſſed from Death to Life, John v. 24. As each One of us my 
Brethren is now, even now, walking in the broad Path of Sin 
and Unbelief, which leads to Deſtruction, or are entered thro? 
the ſtrait Gate of Repentance and Faith, and are walking in the 
narrow Path of Ho/ine/5 to Lite everlaſting. Therefore, 

Let me entreat you to obey the Voice of the Lord by his 
Prophet Hagai i. 5. Confider your Ways. Let me exhort 
you to take the Advice of St. Pau, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Examine 
yourſelves whether ye be in the Faith; prove your ownſetves, know 
ye not your ownſelves, how that Fejus Chrift is in you, except ye be 
Roprobates ? Self- examining will prevent Self-deceiving, 
of which we are in ſo great Danger in this ou, Day. When 
falſe Chriſtianity doth ſo much prevail, its Advocates are ſo nu - 
merous and powerful and the true Goſpel is ſo little known 
and experienced among the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 

For how many in the Room of the Eſſentials and Subſtantialg 
of the Goſpel, Evangelical Repentance, a Divine Faith, the Nero 
Birth from Above, with the ſanctifying Graces of the Holy Spi- 


rit, content themſelves with the meer Name and Profeſſion, 


without experiencing any Thing of the Nature and Power of 
trus Chriſtianity ?. so that if Men keep up to ſomewhat 
of an external Decorum of Morality in their Lives, and adorn 
themſelves with the outward Performance of Duties, ſach as 
hearing Sermons, Prayers, receiving the Holy Sacrament, &:. 
This is made the Rule, this the Standard, by which they judge 
of their Religion, and hence they contentedly ſit down, and 
pride themſelves with having done their Duty. gut alas, what 


is there in all this (being alone) of rue Chriſtianiiy? May not 


any Perſon do thus much, while his Heart and Affections remain 
earthly, his Nature ſenſual, and his Tempers and Paſſions deviliſb p 


Are not theſe deſcribed by the wiſe Man, Proverbs xxx. 12. 
As a Generation that are pure in their own Eyes, but are not waſhed 


from their Filthine/s? Such are our modren Formaliſts. See 
their Pictures drawn by our Lord, and the Woes denounced 


on their Predeceſſors. Matt. xxiii. 27, 28. are like unto 


whited Sepulebres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 
within, full of dead Men's Bones, and of all Uncleanneſs. Even /q 
ye al/o outwardly appear Righteous unto. Men, but are geithin full of 


Hypoeriſy 
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Aeriſ and Inipuity. And again Luke xvi. 15. 77 are thy 
_ eohich juſtify yourſelves before Men, but God knoweth your Heart, 
for that which is highly eſteemed among Men is an Abomination in th 
Sig ht of Ged. But if ſuch would attentively read their Bibles, 
they would find the juſt Diſcription of all Men, as they ſtand is 
their own Nature, to be Evil and Corrupt. 'The Prophet 
Jeremiah pronounces the Heart deceitful above all Things, and d.,. 
perately wicked, And a greater than a Prophet, who knew wha: 
was in Man, plainly telling them, Oz of the Heart proceeds evil 
Thoughts, Murders, &c. + Soy xv. 19. Did theſe Self-juſti. 
Hers but reflect that God ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, for Man looketh 
at outward Appearances, but God looketh at the Heart. They would 
ſoon be aſhamed and confounded before. the Holy God, and 
cry out, Create in me a clean Heart, and renew a right Spirit within 
me. As the Scripture declares, and our own Experience 
teſtify, that Sin is an inward Evil; therefore it is plain, that 
nothing leſs than an internal Principle of Divine Grace, is effec- 
tual to deſtroy its contaminating Power, and deliver us from its 
dreadful Puniſhment. Imagine how much conducive to 
the Health and Soundneſs of a ſickly diſtempered Body it is, to 
_ eloath it in Parple and fine Linnen; juſt fo much, and no more, 
15 external Religion (being alone) adapted to the Wounds and 
Diſeaſes Sin has made in the Soul of Man. What then will: 
Profit any, when the Midnight Cry of, Behold the Bridegromn 
cometh, to lay, Lord, Lord, open to us, from a Dependance only 
on the outward Privileges of Chriſtianity, and Form of God- 
lineſs, without having izwardly poſſeſſed the Power thereof to 
Salvation? Will not ſach meet with the awful Doom, Depart 

. From me, Tnever knew you ? | 
O my Brethren how ſhall zve eſcape this dreadful Sentence, 
if we willingly ſhut our Eyes againſt Light, ſtop our Ears again: 
the loud Calls of Grace and Mercy, and harden our Hearts, ſo 
a3 to withſtand and oppoſe the very Truths we profeſs to be- 
lieve, as Doctrines of our own Church, founded on the Pro- 
vets and Apoſtles Feſus Chrift himſelf being the chief corner Stone? 
E phe. ii. 20. We take it for granted, that the Church 
of England, according to her Doctrines contained in the richer, 
Homilies and Liturgy, is a pure and apoſtolical Church. Yet 
what Pity is it, that ſo few of her profeſſed Members, through 
the Courſe of twenty, thirty, or perhaps fifty Years, have not 
ſpent one ſerious Hour, to enquire into, and examine, whether 
on ſolid ſcriptural Grounds, they can in Conſcience acquieſce 
with the Doctrines, and abide by the Tenets of the Church ot 
Eng/and, How many have taken up their Religion (Profeſſion 
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11 
14g would rather ſay) 17 truſt, and blindly and implicitly aſſent 
to, they know not tot? e 
Hence, what Numbers are amongſt us, my Brethen, who know 
not the Voice of our Church, will not receive her Doctrines 
1 in when propoſed, but cry out, You bring ftrangeT hings to our Ears? 
pet For Inſtance (not to mention any but DoQrines eflential to Sal- 
4% vation) permit me to lay before ye, the Nature · and neceſſity of - 
hal Repentance, Faith, Holineſs or Obedience. Theſe are expreſly 
4 aſſerted in Scripture, to be indiſpenſibly Neceſſary to be ex pe- 
aſti. rienced by us yerE, e er we can be Partakers of eternal Glory 1 
te hereafter. For Jeſus Chriſt who is now exalted to be a 1 
zula 8 Prince and a Saviour ko Repentance. Acts v. 13. In the | 
and Days of his Fleſh declared, Except ye repert ye ſhall periſh, Luke | 
thin xii 5. Repent and believe. Mark i. 15. He that believes pal! | 
ence! 2 Saved. He that believes not ſhall be damned, c. xvi. 16. | 
that! Faith hath the ſame. Place in the divine Life, which | 
rec. Senſe hath in the Natural, being indeed nothing elſe but | 
1 its Kind of Sex/e or. Feeling Perſuaſion of ſpiritual Things.” Faith | 
eto is an Eſſential, requiſite to true Chriftianity, being the only | 
| 
| 


;. to! Foundation of, and Root from which all true evangelical Hali- 
ore, neſs and Obedience muſt ſpring. And the Holy Ghoſt by St. 
and Paul has aſſured us, that without Holineſs no Man fhall ſee the | 
in Lerd. Heb. xii. 14. | | 
WIE Indeed inward Holineſs of Heart as well as outward Obedi- - | 
only Nence of Life, is conſtantly inculcated by the Goſpel, and is che 1 
20d. ¶ Efe4 of true Chriſtianity, taking Place in that Soul, where Re- | 
f to MWpentance from dead Works, and Faith in our Lord Fefus Chriſt, are 71 
part laid as the Foundation: So that we may fairly conclude, with- 1 
out Repentance we cannot attain the Faith of the Goſpel, if 1 
nce, N we are deſtitute of the Principle of Faith, no Holineſs can be | 
aint {produced by us, and then our Hopes of Heaven is but a vain - 
„ ſo Fancy and dangerous Deluſion. n.. N 
be- Now as Ignorance is the Parent of Impenitency, ſo the 
Pri-. WM Ancwledge of Ourſelves, can only beget in us true Repentance, 
zn? Met us attend to the Judgement of our Church: And O that 
arch Nevery Member, knee and elt, what we profeſs our Aſſent to! 
icles, Article 9. Aſſerts that the Natute of every Man is depraved, 
Yet © That he is far gone from original Righteouſneſs inc/ined to 
ugh EO that every Perſon born into the World, deſerves God's Wrath 
+ not N Damnation. Article 10. Shews our inability to help Our- | 
| 


elves, as alſo our incapacity to do any ſpiritual Good, (as St. 
Paul obſerves,) Rom. v. 6. When we were yet without Strength, 
Griſt died for the Ungodly © That, Man's condition is ſuch, that 


„e Life of Cod in the Seul of Man. 
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wie 
be cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own natural Strength 
and good Works to Faith, and calling on God 


have no power to to Works.“ Hence as a corrupt Foun 
tain ſends forth polluted Streams, as an evil Tree cannot bring 
forth good Fruit, ſo the very Eſſence of our Nature, being in 
Pure and unclean, it cannot be otherwiſe ; but from inwarl 
Corruption and Depravity, muſt have iſſued forth, in all of u 
© outward finful Words and Actions; in ſome more, in other 
leſs; and as by inbred Corruption and outward Practice, wt 
are Sinners: How juſtly does the Apoſtle declares, Gal. iii. 2: 
The Scripture hath concluded all under Sin; tbe tobolt World i 
” guilty before God. Rom iti. 19. We are all unprofitable Servant: 
The beſt of us ate Sinners; therefore muſt Repent or Periſh 
The Ax of Repentance, muſt be laid to the Heart, that we 
may not only confeſs our outward Sins, but alſo hervai/ ov 
Me tabedneſi. O lament and be humbled, before the Great 
: and Holy God, for that original Corruption of our Nature 
and inbred Pollution of our Hearts the Source of outward Dil 
{ obedience to, and Violation of the Laws of God; a true Sen: 
of this, attended with Prayer to God for Deliverance, joyne! 
to bringing forth, Fruits meet for Repentance, (if there be Oy 
 Portunity) God in his Time will anſwer, and ſuch ſhall Ex 
perience, that & ed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be comfv 
ted, Matt. v. 4. Or as our Miniſters declare, God pardon 
eth and abſolveth all ſuch as truly repent.” -.. | 
And now, my dear Brethren, did each one thus know hin 
ſelf to be in that State and Condition here deſcribed; wt 
deeply ſenſible of the Sinfulneſs and Miſery of his Nature 
how could he refrain, from a Heart o' erwhelmed with God! 
Sorrow, and penitential Shame, crying out, What ſhall I d. 
le ſaved? Who will deliver me from this Body of Sin and Death 
This Wrath and Damnation to which I am expoſed ? O ho 
ſhall Leſcape'? Gd i merciful to me: a Sinner] Lord:ſave or 
pariſh , Such is the Language of true Repentance, ſuch ti 
deep Concermof every Soul, ' convinced by the Spirit of God, 
: 018; Joh xvi. 3777 24 720 APE IRS 2. 
My Friend, let me beſeech you, by the Mercy of God,“ 
© amine yourſelf, enquire between God and your Soul. Have y0 
thus experienced true Repentance ? The Repentance implie 
in the Doctrines of our Church, and which is previous to ot 
taining Goſpel- Deliverance > Have ydu known and felt ti 
. Miſery of your natural Eftate as J, coretebhed, and undune? \ 
inſtead of experiencing, do you not rather reject and oppor 
even the Derinc of Repentance? Are you not angry * 4 
a pleaſe 
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\' pleaſed with the Miniſter or Aſſerter that oẽ¹8s and avows-1t ?* 


Do you not brand ig with, driving Men to deſpait? That it is 
uncharitable, harſh and ſevere. to tell Men they are under the 
Sentence of God's Wrath and Damnatiun? Why, O why, then 
do ye mock the Almighty God, when in the Words of our 
Church ye pray to be deliverd From his Wrath and ever- 


thereof? Why is it that ſo many periſh by, Preſumption; but 
becauſe they were never concerned for; nor wou under a 
Senſe of Sin? Therefore think themſelves tobole, and baue no 
need of | a Phyſician; but flight and refuſe the only ſalutary Of- 
fers and Invitations which 7% Chriſt, the kind and friendly 
: Phyfician of Souls, freely offers in the Goſpel, to wounded, loſt 
Sinners ? Hear him even now. complain in his Word, John v. 
40. N mill not come to me that ye may babe Life. O why will. 
ye turn away from him that ſpeaks ? Why will ye diſſent 
from and oppoſe not only the Church ye profeſs to be 
Members of, but alſo the Oracles of God, where we find, 
Acts ii. no leſs thanthree thouſand pricked to the Heart, under one 
Sermon thus preaching Repentance? Were all theſe drove to 
deſpare? Was no Remedy offered? No Hope applied? 
Where will ye find in the whole Goſpel, one Inſtance of a trem- 
bling penitent Soul, left to periſh withour hope of Mercy, nay 
without obtaining it? Was not Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and be ſaved, applied to them? and did they not receive Com- 
fort, by believing with that Faith which is of the, Operation of 
Gad? Col. ii. 12. Tho' proud Nature cannot ſee her 
Deformity, nor will acknowledge her Deſert to be Hell, though 
the proud Philoſopher, and the Self-righteous Moraliſt, may 
Diſreliſh the Doctrine of Repentance, yet the convicted Sinner 
feels the Truth of it in his WE and is Content ; yea, re- 
. Joices that the Creature may be debaſed, and laid low, that 
\ Chriſt may be exalted. To ſuch, even the Mourners in 
Zion, ye Self- condemned, and therefare penitent Souls, ye at- 


flicted and troubled, whom none hath comforted, to you is the 


Prophet Jaiab commiſſioned, xl: 1, 2. Comfort ye, comfort ye 
- my People ſaith the Lord, ſpeak ye comfurtably to Feruſalem, cry unte 
Ber, Her Warfare is accompliſhed, that Fer Iniguity is pardoned, 
Ec. Rejoice to hear, the High and Lofty, One that inbabiteth 
i Eternity, declares, I dwell with him allo that is of a contrite and 


bumble Spirit, and that trembleth at my Ward, Ixvi. 2. To reviepve 


abs Spirit of the. bumble, and the Hearts , the cantrite Ones, Is 


not this ſu fficient / that God condeſcends to ſpeak from Heaven 


t b⁰fſ td you? What more I (O ſtupendous Height of Myſtery ! 


O amazing Depth of Love !) Behold! God /o lee the World as 
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te xide his only legotten Son, that whoſrever believeth in him, ſbbnli 
not periſh, but bave everlaſling Lift, John iii. 16. Whoſoever 
then thou art, who ſeeſt thine own Righteouſneſs, . as filthy Rags, 
 Tfaiah Ixiv. 6. and haſt nothing of thy on to plead, my un- 
| deſerving Fellow Sinner, come thou even now to the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs Jer. xxii. 6. to Feſus, for be ſhall ſave his Peo- 
ple from their Sins, Hear the Friend-of Sinners and Lover:of 
Souls invites he, Come unto me all ye that travel and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you Reft. Matt. xi 28. And for thy En- 
couragement aſſures these, bim that cometh to me Iwill in no wiſe 
ca/t out. John vi. 37. His Commiſſion is to heal the broken- 
Bearted. Luke iv. 18. 

Art thou conſcious that thou art under the Curſe of the Law; 
ay it is written, curſed is every one that continucth not in all things 
that are written in the Book of the Law to do them. Gal. iii. 10. 
Yet remember, Chriit hath redeem d us from the Curſe of the Lato, 
being made 4 Curſe for uu. Therefore (to addreſs thee in the 
Words of a late Prelate of our Church) * Look upon thy Sins 
as horrid and as heinous as thou canſt ; yet unleſs un in par- 
- ticular have been more than the Sins of all the World, unleſs 1 
thine have been more ſinful than Sin itſelf can be, know for 5 t 

2 
: 


Comfort, that a fu// Atonement is made; and now nothing is 

expected from thee, but only to accept it, and walk worthy .of 

ne,” Therefore look ye, and expect to be made Parta- - 

kers of the Bleſſing, Happineſs and Privilege, of being juſti- ] 

fied by Faith onLY ; which our Church holds forth to us, Art. f 

1. © We are accounted Righteous (juſtified, or our Sins are : 
: 
{ 


forgiven us) ONLY for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Je- 

ſus Chriſt ; by Faith, and not for our own Works and Deſerv- 

| ings : wherefore that we are juſtified by Faith oxLy, is a mot 

wholeſome Doctrine, and very full of Comfort.” So it is, to | 

all thoſe who are made ſenſible of their Deſert as Sinners, and 40 

in whom true Repentance is wrought; for, toben juſtified by | 

" Faith, we have Peace with God, thro our Lord Feſus Ctrift, 

Rom. v. 1. Even that Peace which paſſeth all Underſtand - 

ing, which our Miniſters pronounce (ſo often unregarded) 

from the Pulpit. We experience a relative Change thro! Juſtifi- 

cation, from being Children of Wrath and Heirs of Hell, We 

are adopted Sons of God, and Heirs of Gary. Having ve- 

ceiv'd the juſtifying Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of 

the Holy Spirit, a real Change is alſo wrought in us; from 

Sinners, we become Saints; from being dead in Treſpaſſes and 

Sins, wwe are quicken'd to Netoneſs of Liſe: We as Trees made 

good, bring forth good Fruits: for (47. 12.) « Good Works . 
Bite Hopkins on Redemption by Chris. 
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21 are the Fruits of Faith, and follow after Juſtification.” Thus 
ver that Salvation which was begun, carried on, and finiſhed by 
, Jeſus Chriſt on the Croſs for Mankind, is opened to 2. by Re- 
m- pentance, and by Fah applied to, and experienced in our 
Souls nExk, as an Earneſt of our Inheritance with the Saints 
in Glory hereafter ; and this by the divine Operation and In- 
of BW Avence of the Holy Spirit, working in due Seaſon 
wy We» FEEL the Working of the Spirit of Chriſt, We thro' Grace 
— obey the Calling, are juſtified freely, made the Sons of God 
ſe by Adoption, made like the Image of Chriſt, and 


* attain everlaſting Felicity, ſays our excellent Church, 

Art. 17. Here we plainly ſee the Judgment of our 
W 3 Chureh, on what Account we are to be juſtified, or ac- 
gs cepted before God ; how we muſt be ſantfied, or made holy; 
. and from what Principle god Works and Obedience muſt neceſ- 


ad, ſarily ſpring ; for all true Believers are God's Workmanſhip,. 
he created in Chrift Feſus to good Works, Epheſ. ii. 10. Yea, they 


ns are à reedeem'd, peculiar People, zealous of good Works, Tit. ii. 4. 
r. Thus, my Brethren, the Doctrines of our Church, being, 
ls in general, truly ſcriptural, let us by them exmaine ourſelves, | 


by that we may take heed, leſt we are deſtitute of the Spirit, Life 


18 and Power of Chriſt, and his Goſpel, in our Hearts, as well 
a- My Brethren, have ye received of God the Gift of 


i- Faith? Reader, art thou accounted Righteous before God 

r. for the Merit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Doſt thou know 
re and believe, that not Works done by you, but Chriſt iz 
* you, mult be your only Hope of Gary? Col. i. 27. Have you 
V- felt the Working of the Spirit? Are you made the Son of 
ft God by Adoption ?” Are you defirous to be made like the 1 
to Image of Chriſt, by the Power and Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of | 

d WW. Chriſt ? This is the Deſign of the Goſpel ; theſe the Privileges | 
by of Chriſtians ; thefe great and invaluable Bleflings are the free 4 
Gifts of God, who has declar'd by the Prophet Eze#. xxxvi.. Y 

1 37. Iwill yet be enquir'd ef by the Houſe of Iſrael to do theſ e | 
1) Things for them. Therefore ſays our Lord, Luke xi. 9, 10, 13. 
* A, and ye ſhall receive; ſeet, and ye ſhall find ; knock, and it aii 
E be opened unto you. Nur heavenly Father. will give his Holy Spirit 
>= to them that 2. How neceſſary and expedient then, that we 
f conſtantly uſe the Means of Grace? Prayer, hearing the<true 


of as a Conformity thereto in our Lives. | 
| 
| 
| 


—_ —_ — 


n Goſpel preached, receiving the blefſed.Sacrament,. G . 
4 But alas! how melancholy is it to remark, that ſo many 
e Perſons live Year after Year in a conſlant Diſregard and Neg- | 
$ - lect of thoſe Means of Grace, which are deſigned as Inſtrumemts 
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n the Hand of the Spirit to beget in us theſe great Bleſſings 
And yet ſuch as theſe, it may be, aſſume to-themſelves the 
Title of Cbriſtians, and veil themſelves under the Name of 
. Members of the Church of England ! Lord, give ſuch in Time to 
think, how unfit they are to be admitted to the Fruition of 
God and the Lamb to all Eternity, who now ſo. ſeldom come 
before Thee, and have not the leaſt Thought, that in this 
their Day they are to experience any of the Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel in their Souls, in order to their being admitted into the 
Kingdom of Glory hearfter. | t-3:246x1 
On the other Hand, my Brethren, for ſuch as are diligent 
in the Uſe of the Ordinances, let them be careful not to reſt 
in, nor truſt to: the L/ e ibe Means, as though there was any 
intrinſick Worth or Merit in outward Duties and religious Per- 
formances to appeaſe the Wrath of God, and render Him re- 
conciled to us meerly on that Account. Indeed there is too 
much of this Popery among us, without going to Rome to dil. 
© .gover it. But let us conſider, that Phyſic is not Health, but 
, Only a Means to preſerve or reſtore it ſo let us uſe the Mean; 
An order to find (but not place any Merit in ſeeking) the in. 
ward Efficacy and Power of divine Grace, which. Chriſt has 
_ | Purchaſed, and God is wont to give:in'theſe tated Channels 
of his Ordinances. F | 
From what has been obſerved, may we not conclude; firſt, 
That the Doctrines of our Church, Mentialiy neceſſary to be 
Eng and experienced to Salvation, are Seriptural ? that 
to be à true Member of the Church of England, is no leſs than 
to be a Member of Chrift, . a Child of God, and an Inhe- 
ritor of the Kingdom of Heaven; That is, having the 
Kingdom of God 2 ſet up in our Hearts, which confiſts of 
Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt? Rom. xiv. 17. 
And that therefore, ſecondly, may we not hence judge of 
the Miniſtry and diſcern the Spirits, what Church they are 
of, and to whom they belong, who teach not the Truth /«: 
. MM in Feſus 55 who,. inſtead of Owning and Preaching, deny 
and difſent from the avow'd Dottrines and. Tenets of that 
Church they profeſs themſelves Minifters of? T 
It needs no Apology plainly to aſſert, that ſuch as do not 
. preach. agreeable. with, but oppoſite to the Doctrines of the 
Church of :Zxg/and,..are not Miniſters. of the Church of -Er2- 
. lard. For after ſo plain and. Scriptural a Declaration in our 
Articles and Homilies, of the State and Condition of every 
Man by Nature, being depraved, miſerable: and helpleſs; 
if. an Miniſter cries up ànd applauds.the. Human · Nature, a- 


ſerts: 


2 — 


! 
rts its Freedom of Will to Good, denies its Corruption, De- 
s ravity and Tendency to Evil; whoſe Diſcourſes aim only at 


the oralizing the outward Behaviour, without any Deſign to 
of Wouch and amend the Heart; let us take Knowledge of ſuch, 


or „ oth nog; prgentrnn to deceive us; for there is no Rea - 


of Non to doubt, but thoſe Preachers who deny, or do not declare 
me Ine original Depravity and Sinfulneſs of Mankind, wilt alſo 
* leny the bleſſed Effects, Benefits and Privileges, purchaſed 
tne 


pf the Holy Spirit, with every other Bleſſing and Comfort of 
e Goſpel. * 


nſenſible of their Fall by Nature, and have but ſight ſuper- 


re- Wicial Thoughts of Redemption by the B/:-4 if Ch, or the 
to0BNeceflity of being Renew'd and Sanftifed by the Ho/y Spirit; 
- uch will not give themſelves much Trouble in ſeeking after 
Dut 


he above Privileges. Who but a lle Sinner will ſeck for 
eſſneſs and Inſufficiency, will implore Divine Aſſiſtance ? 
ot to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repertance, ſays, the" that 


we whole, need not a Phyſician, bet they that are /ich, Matt. ix. 
2. — Why is it ſo many of our modern Preachers never 


dy Chriſt's Death and Paſſion : the Influences and Operation 


Though the Flatterers of Nature may leſſen the Wound, 
et Min lers of Grace will explore and lay it open, that the 
any BPhyſician may be forglt to and exalted. For thoſe that are 


x Saviour ? Who, but he that is convinc'd of his own Help- 


\ids are implored when wanted, and Mercy to Piſtreſs, how 
weet is it! Hence he that came to /ave thiſe that are l, and 


ention the Fall f Man, Original Sin, the Corruption of the 
han Heart, but becauſe inſenſible of, they never feel it? Which 
* s one great Cauſe of thoſe Errors and Miſtakes of the Na- 
e 


Deſign of the Goſpel, and all the Promiſes thereof, was to 
ſucceed the Threatnings, Woes and Condemnation of the 


e of Law, that where one had taken Place in the Heart to wound the 
are Sinner, the other might ſucceed to heal. 
= But, my Brethren, can any Miniſter, who knows not his 


deing ſaved by the other, offer Jeſus Chriſt as the only Sa- 
viour of Sinners to a loſt World? Will he -preach Chriſt, 
in a Goſpel Senſe, ſo as to invite and direct ſelf- condemned, 
penitent Souls to the Lamb of God which taketh away the Sin of 
Ene- Ne World ; who knows not the Evil and Miſery of Sin in his 
- our Wown Soul? It cannot be. So alſo to ſpeak of Faith, the Faith 


very Wot the Goſpel, the Faith of our Church; ſuch a Faith in Jeſus 


eſs; WChrift which brings Juſtification and Peace to the Sinner, Rom. 
N v. 1. 


ure, End and Deſign of Chriftianity. — For the great 


Danger of Condemnation by the one, nor the Neceſſity of 


iar BY 
v. 1. and is the only Parent and Principle of. good Works, 
and true Holineſs ; How ignorans of the Nature as well as the 
Effects are all ſuch as theſe? Do not we ſee ſuch Miniſters 
content themſelves, and therefore .cauſe their Hearers-to-ref ; 
in a bate notional, hiſtorical Faith, dry, barren, unprofitable 
Aﬀent to Chriſtianity, which makes ſo many live and. die 
meer nominal Chriſtians, whoſe Faith is leſs operative than Be 
that of the Devi/s, who, we read, believe and tremble ? James MW" 
ii. 19. Not but it may be granted, that ſome of thoſe falſe G. 
Teachers may go ſo far as to allow, that without Faith, it i; dir 
impoſſible to pleaſe God: but what Faith? Such as he ſuppoſes M*.' 


none are without that are called. Chriſtians ! They take it up * 
by Profeſſion, as being born within the Pale of the Chriſtian WW 
Church, or in their Infancy are baptized into it ; Tradition * 


has handed it down to them, or Books have taught it them, c 
or. by ſome external Means, he knows not bo : There- {MM * 
fore ſuch is his Charity (if it deſerves the Name, that is h 
| blinded by Ignorance, and fraught with Preſumption) as in- _ 
clines him not to queſtion the Reality or Orthodoxneſs of his 
Congregations Faith. He vainly and unſcripturally looks on 37 
all his Auditors, as Children of God by Faith in Feſus Chriſt ; as f 
the Oracles of Truth declare, He that believes not, ſball be Fa 
damned ; yea, is condemned already, and the Wrath of God abideth | 
on bim. He would not be thought ſo uncharitable as to ſup- 


poſe any under the dreadful Sentence of Condemnation ; but - 
imagines every one has, in a manner, eſcaped that, as every Hof 

one has it in his Power to believe; that is, aſſent to the Cre- 0 

| © dibility of the Goſpel, and conſequently is in no Danger an 
+ of periſhing thro' Unbelief. Hence, inſtead of contending for, ns 


and preaching the Faith once delivered to the Saints, we find ſuch 
Preachers more reſemble Seneca or Socrates, or ſome of the 12 
1 Pagan Moraliſts, in their Diſcourſes on Virtue, Morality, and * 
| the ſocial Duties of Life, than one taught in the School o 
| of Chriſt, to inſiſt on the Obedience of Faith, Roms xvi. Wy 
} 26, the Faith of God's Ele&, even ſuch a Faith, Which (as no 
St. Paul declares, let who will deceive himſelf and others) NW. 
All Men have not. 2 Theſſ. iii. 2. But every true Chriſtian WG. 
Believer is united to Chriſt by Faith, is “ one with Chriſt, tl. 
and Chriſt with him, (Church Communion) St. Pau} ob- Wc, 
ſerves, Ye, (all true Believers) are the Children of God by er 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Ga/. iii. 26. And becauſe Children, G , E 
bath ſent forth the Spirit of bis Son into their Hearts, crying, All, i gg 
Father. ; : , «t 13 B 5 
„ ö ui; 
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. But, my Brethren, by any but the true experienced: 
» Miniſters of the Geipel. whoſe Call and Miſſion is from 
he 
Above, and who are guided into all Truth by the Spirit, John 
xvi. 43. own and preach thus? O may the Almighty God 
proſper the Labours, and increaſe the Number of thoſe that do F 
But can we obſerve, and not be _—y affected with the 
Behaviour, ſo as to pity and pray for thoſe Miniſters, who, 
in this our Day, beſeech God for the Inſpiration and 
Guiding of the Holy Spirit ;” That “ the Holy Spirit may 
direct and rule our Hearts; By © the Holy Spirit, to have 
a right Judgment in all Things; and evermore to rejoice in 
his holy Comferts, &c.” And no ſooner exchange the Deſk 
UP Wor the Pulpit, but alſo their Opinions, with the Colour of 
their Garments, In one Place we behold them adorned wi 
the Emblem of Inncoence, imploring the Gifts and Operation 


> of the Holy y axis in the other, clothed in Bu ack, gravely 
re {and ſolemny denying the Inſpiration, Operation and Witneſs of 
ug the Spirit ; and contrary to the plain and expreſs Declaration 


his Nef Scripture, limiting and confining them to the Apoſtolick 
Age, and ſtigmatizing the Contenders for this Doctrine as 
Mad-men, and call all ſuch Pretenſion Cant, Fanaticiſm, Enthu- 
n, and what not. Good God! what a Contraſt is here! 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do! 

The Apoſtle plainly and poſſitively aſſerts, F any Man hath 
not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his. Rom. viii. 9. Can 
any one be a Miniſter of Chriſt, who hath not the Spirit 
of Chriſt ? Can we ſuppoſe he hath the Spirit of Chriſt, who 
is a — go to his Operations, ignorant of his Influences, 
and even denies the Neceſſity of receiving the Spirit of Chriſt, 
as the Mark and Privilege of true Chriſtianity ? Alas! how 
common is it for thoſe very Men, whoſe Lips ſhould keep Know - 
ledge, Mal. ii. 7. in Deriſion to aſk, What do you pretend 
to be inſpired ! Every true Chriſtian dare boldly anſwer, Vea: 
For without it I cannot bring forth any good Work: for all 
Works done before the Inſpiration of: the Holy Spirit are 
not pleaſing to God, they have the Nature of Sin.” Arr. 13. 
We believe Inſpiration, and therefore pray continually, that 
God will “ cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts by the Inſpir- 
ation of his holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love him, Cc. 
Collect at Comm. And whatever others may thing of this Mat- 
ter, no Chriſtian Member of our Church will dare mock the 
Lord our God to defire Him, Take not thy Holy Spirit 
tom us, if like the modern Profeſſors of the Day, he had 

= ; — 1 
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- Either received, .nor e to receive the Indwelling of the 
Holy Gb, O, my Brethren I I call on you this Day, in the 
Name of Almighty God, as you value your own Souls, „arch 
the Scriptures for yourſelves ; aſk Wiſdom of God; let no Man 
deceive you with vain Words, ſo as to ſeclude you form the 
bleſſed Promiſes of Chriſtianity, For unte us are given exceed. 
ing great and precious Promiſes, that by theſe we might be mad: 
Partakers of the divine Nature. 2 Pit, i. 4. How, if not by 
receiving the Divine Spirit? We may as ſoon expect to 
live without Breathing, as to be true Chriſtians, without the Þ 
Breath of the Almighty, the Spirir of God, There is an eter- 
nal, irrevocable EdiQ gone forth from the Lips of Truth, and 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but his Word ſpall not fail; 
John iii. 3. Except a Man be born again of the Spirit rom 
above] be cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, We cannot 
know nor diſcern ſpiritual Things, but by the Spirit of God, 
The moſt intereſting Things will be eſteem'd Fooliſhneſs by us, 
unleſs our Senſes are exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual Objects: F.r el. 
the Things of God, kneweth ns Man, but by the Spirit of God. 1. Cor. . 
ii. 11. My Brethren, I point you not to any airy, viſionary No- 
tions, I call you not to any ſpeculative Theorem of the Brain; 
but to a ſolid, rational, ſcriptural Doctrine, which has the 
Authority of God's Word; the Teſtimony of all true Chrift- 
zans, as well as the Judgment of our own Church, and which 
muſt be experienced in our Hearts, or we ſhall remain Stran- 
gers to true Cbriſtianity. Repentance is the Work of the Spi- 
Tit, Jobn xvi. 8, 9. Faith is the Gif? of the Spirit; 2 Cor. xii. 
9. And Holineſs and Obedience are the Fruits of the Spirit. 
Ephe/. v. 9. IJ again entreat you, ſearch into the Hemities of 
your own Church. Examine your Liturgy. Are not the Col. 
les; with every Office and Adminiſtration, full of Petitions 
for the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit ? | | 

Therefore if you believe the Scriptures, if you pay any Re- 
guard to the Judgment of our eſtabliſh'd Church, you muſt 
allow (and who but Enemies to their own, and other Souls, 
as alſo the Caufe of Truth, will diſpute or deny?) That the 
Almighty ſtill delights to /t, gurcken and enlighten, eber iſb and 
comfort the Childern of Men, by this Zeavenly CGurft, Tis your 
Privilege as the Purchaſe of Chriſt ; and the Promiſe of God 
the Father. Pray for it, it will be your Comfort in Life, and 
can only give you inward Peace and Conſolation in the awful 
Moments of Death, O let no Man beguile you of the Expec- 
tation of the bleſſed Hope, and chearing Comfort of expe- 
rienceing the Spirit's Aid and Witneſs, 


God grant, Reader, that you and I may dread'to he found 
the of the Number of thoſe St. Jude writes, tolo are ſenſual, having 
rb Ver the Spirit, and therefore can't worſhip: God aright, who is a 
lan Spirit, and muſi be worſhipped in Spirit and Truth, Let us 
liſtinguiſh the True from falſe Chriſtianity, By the Word of 
God. Beloved, . Let us try the Spirits whether they be of God, 


ad: chat we may not believe every Spirit, fo as to be deceived in a 
by Matter of ſo vaſt Importance, . ſuch awful | Concern, as the 
to MHappineſs or Miſery of our immortal Souls... It. be- 
the MMhoves us, to diftinguiſh a Feeder, from a Fleecer of the 

ter- Plock: a true Shepherd from an Hireling: a blind Leader 

and from a Ser. It Concerns us much to take Heed Foto toe hear, 
ail; Luke vi. 18. 4% whom we hear, Jer. xxiii. 16. And what we 


car. Mark iv. 24. That we may beware of ——1. Thoſe 
not WProphets who are deſtitute of the Incvard Call from God to the 
od, 


ork of the Miniſtry, „ as to the Internal Power 
of Chriſtianity in their own Souls; and therefore preach them- 
ſelves inſtead of Chriſt Feſus, and ſo Cauſe the People to err. 


"or. g. Such as ſet up themſelves as Lords over God's Heritage _—_ 
No- being Examples to the Flock of Cbhriſt.— 3. Thoſe who, inſtead 
zin; Nef gaining Souls to Chriſt, make a Gain of Souls, teaching 
the Pings they ought not for filthy Lucre's Sake. Tit. i. 11.—4. Such 
riſt. N pretend to, but take no Care of the F lock of Chris. 
hich . Thoſe who under ſpecious Pretences, either deny or over- 
ran · N throw many of the ential Doctrines of Chriſtianity, even denying 
Spi - Ne Lord that bought them, by whom the Way of Truth is evil ſpoken 
Xii 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2. And overthrow the Faith of ſome. 2 Tim. 11. 18. 


b. Such as err in Viſion, and ſtumble in Judgment. J/aiah 
XViii 27. Who break the bruijed Rerd, and guench the ſmoat- 
ng Flax, cautioning thoſe who are entring into the Life, Spirit 
and Power of the Goſpel, againſt going 709 far, or being Rigbte- 
ws over-much, and thereby ſtrengthen the Hands of the Wicked 
ind weaken the Hands of the Saints, as did there Fore-Fathers. 

et. xiii. 22, 23. 7. Such as we are forbid by our Lord, 


ouls, to 4% after their Works, for they ſay, and do not, Matt. xxiii. 3— 
t the Do we obſerve too many of the Clergy, Ungodly in their 
» and Lives, Unholy in their Practices, and Immoral in their Be- 
your NRaviour? Let us not attempt to eſtimate Religion by ſuch. 


But while, my Brethren, with Chriſtian Love we are concerned 
„and or them, let Chriſtian Wiſdom teach us to look well to our- 
ful Nielves, left from the evil Examples of ſuch Miniſters, we 
xpec- Mould” (like too many) be influenced to look on Chriſtianity 
2xpe- N a cuningly deviſed Fable, and fo fall from the Profeſſion 
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neſs thereof, by the true eſu and * 
Our GC oP Ge Ae rat 

 ſpeQ which is dne te all-thoſe fairkſal Miniſters, = ou ia 

ever in ; antbdieflcem them i in Love for their Mort, 

Sade, vin —1. Such as are of God, and to When; 

4 . is comminted,andtherefore in all thei: 

5."  _ ax the Hanne af Critter own, re 

FS w -rezozce that 1s- m Fre 

1 tence. or Truth. Phil. i. ä 

Oracles: RE AIGE um 3 Edififation and Conmfor. 

| inte the Lord own: 


by Rxample, 

is that Which, they know, | 
ve expegienced..—5. Such as rightly d 

Truth, and are careful tq_grve40-every one their Portion i 


due Seaſon: not corra 58 Handling me Word of Gol 
. deceitfuly Len, e and expreſe the ntmol 
1 | Tendernefs and Care to warfls the „ as a Father; Shep. 


herd and Nurſe, and can truly ſay, We ek not yours, br 
| YOU, —— As the Harveſt i is truly 7 and ſuch Labouren 
F few, let us pray the Lord of che to ſend forth mor 
F faithful Labourers ; that the true Goſpel may be preached u 
113 the Deſtruction of Sin, the Converſion of Sinners, and the Edi. 
1 fication of Saints: chat our Church may become a Praiſe in 
1 the u hole Earth: that we, who. are Memders of the Ohurci 
Militant on Earth, may be tranſlatad to join with the Churc) 
Triumphant in Glery,. to aſcribe Salvation + God, who 8 1 

the wean tothe Lamb for ever andever, 
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